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attainment of the result that I desire out of my fast. May the love
that lured you into unworthy acts awaken you to a sense of the
reality, and if that love does continue to animate you, beware that I
may not have to fast myself to death.
"It seems that the deeds I have complained of have been done in
an organized manner. There seems to be a definite design about
them, and I am sure that there must be some educated and clever
man or men behind them. They may be educated, but their educa-
tion has not enlightened them. You have been misled into doing
these deeds by such people. I advise you never to be so misguided,
and I would ask them seriously to reconsider their views. To them
and you I commend my book Hind Swaraj which as I understand may
be printed and published without infringing the law thereby.
"Among the mill-hands the spinners have been on strike for some
days. I advise them to resume work immediately and to ask for
increase, if they want any, after resuming work, and in a reason-
able manner. To resort to the use offeree to get increase is suicidal.
I would specially advise all mill-hands to altogether eschew
violence. It is in their interest to do so and I remind them of the
promises made to Anasuyabehn and me that they would ever refrain
from violence. I hope that all will now resume work.5'
Gandhi's address had an immediate effect. The disturbances at
Ahmedabad came to an end on April 14 and the military proclama-
tion was withdrawn.
The Government publication, India 1919, gave a very interesting
summary of Gandhi's emergence in Indian politics:
"Mr. Gandhi is generally considered a Tolstoy an of high ideals
and complete selflessness. Since his stand on behalf of the Indians
in South Africa, he has commanded among his countrymen all the
traditional reverence with which the East envelops a religious leader
of acknowledged asceticism. In his case he possesses the added strength
that his admirers are not confined to any religious sect. Since
he took up his residence in Ahmedabad, he has been actively con-
cerned in social work of varied kinds. His readiness to take up the
cudgels on behalf of any individual or class whom he regards as being
oppressed has endeared him to the mass of his countrymen. In
the case of the urban and rural population of many parts of the
Bombay Presidency his influence is unquestioned, and he is regarded
with reverence for which 'adoration.' is scarcely too strong a word."